50 TIBETAN MANDALAS (OF THE VAJRAVALI)

13. Mandala of [25deity] Buddhakapala

The 25deity Buddhakapala (Sans rgyas thod pa') is the central deity of this
mandala. He is a form of Heruka (see Nisp. Skt. p. 30). His Prajiia (g gy is
Citrasena. The pair is surrounded by Sumalini (Legs phren can ma’), Kapalini (Thod pa
can ma®), Bhima (Hjigs can ma*) and Durjaya (Mi thub ma’). The intermedial corners
(iSanadi-dalesu) have sanctified cranial vessels (kapala).

In the second circle (dvitiya-puta) are the eight deities: Subhamekhala (Dge bahi
ska rags ma®), Rupini (Gzugs can ma’), Vijaya (Rnam rgyal ma?®), Kamini (Hdod can
ma®), Kapalini (Dus can ma'®, a translation of "Kalini), Mahodadhi (Mtsho chen ma'"),
Karini (Byed ma'?), and Sumalini (Bsod ma"= Marini"). The Tibetan name of the last
deity Bsod ma corresponds to Sumarini, which was the reading in the Skt. manuscript
used by the Tibetan translator as the ‘B’ ms. has the reading =M.

The third circle has: Tarini (Sgrol ma'®), Bhimadar§ana (Hjigs mthon ma'), Su-
daréana (Legs mthon ma'®), Ajaya (Thub dkah ma'7), Subha (Dge ma'®), Tadaka (Grib
non ma'?), Kalaratri (Dus’ mtshan ma?), and Mahahasa (Grag chen ma®')”.

The four directions are occupied by the gate-goddesses (dvaradevi or dvarapall):
Sundari (Mdzes ma®), Vajrasundari (Nor hdzin ma?™"), Subhaga (Bskal bzans ma”*) and
Priyadar$ana (Mthon ba yid hon ma®).

Variation: The 9deity Buddhakapala of mandala 10 is entirely different.

References: Nispannayogavali introd. p. 47, Skt. p. 30, Tib. 137b3, 500 Gods R
13a, Samuccaya 183a2.

* Xyl. sa
** B has Mahojasa which is nearer to the Tibetan translation.
#%* Vajrasundari has been mistaken to be Vasundhara and translated as such.




