60 TIBETAN MANDALAS (OF THE VAJRAVALI)

18. Mandala of Paficaraksa (Bsrun ba Ina)

The central deity in this mandala of the five (panica) protective (raksa) deities 18
Mahapratisara (So sor hbran ma chen mo'). The other four goddesses surround her:
Mahasahasrapramardini (Ston chen mo rab hjoms ma?), Mahamantranusarini (Gsan snags
rjes su hdzin ma chen mo*), Mahasitavati (Bsil bahi tshal chen mo*) and Mahamayuri
(Rma bya chen mo’).

The second circle (dvitiya-puta) is constituted by four goddesses in the corners
(kona): Kali (Nag mo®), Kalaratri (Dus mtshan mo’), Kalakanthi (Rna ba nag
mo’=Kalakarni®), and Mahayasa (Dkar mo=Sita’).

The gates are guarded by Vajrankusi (Rdo rje lcags kyu ma'®), Vajrapasi (Rdo rje zhags
pa ma'!), Vajrasphota (Rdo rje lcags sgrog ma'?), and Vajravesi (Rdo rje dril bu ma®).

References: Nispannayogavall introd. p. 53, Skt. p. 42, Tib. 144ab6, Vajravali
38a3, 500 Gods R 16b-17¢c (the five deities are depicted separately), Samuccaya 183b3, .
300 Gods nos. 175-179, 360 Gods nos. 201-205, IBL. p. 302.
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* Bhattacharyya has the reading TSt and TEEIN in the text. The manuscript B has °zHfot and Taat
which correspond to the Tibetan. On the whole, ms. B seems t0 preserve more ancient readings and it
should be compared with Tibetan to get a better text.




