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40 TIBETAN MANDALAS (OF THE VAJRAVALI)

8. Mandala of 9deity Heruka

The central deity of the mandala as depicted herein is the Sixteen-armed (Sodasabhuja)
9deity Heruka (Dgyes pa rdo rje") surrounded by the eight goddesses Gauri?, Caurt’, <
Vetal*, Ghasmari®, Pukkast®, $abari’, Candali®, and Dombi® who have already appeared
in mandala 5 (see this for Tibetan names).

Variations: The Nispannayogavali gives three further types distinguished by the num-
ber of their arms, Prajfia and other characteristics. The Two-armed Heruka is embraced by
Nairatma, the Four-armed Heruka by Vajravarahi, and the Six-armed by Vajra-$rnkhala.

References: Nispannayogﬁvali p. 42, Skt. p. 20, Tib. 130b5, 500 Gods R 19b,
Samuccaya 182a7, TPS. p. 579, IBL. p. 155.




